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Two brothers thought they could change nature with science, 
but Edward ended up with mechanical limbs and Alphorse’s 
soul encased in a suit of armor, Forced to use his unique 

powers as a state alchemist, Edward must fight an evil force, 


But nature has also created the Philosophers Stone-a 
legendary artifact that will give its possessor immeasurable 
power, Does it hold the power to turn Edward and Alphonse 
back to normal? 


“D4 Play the new game for 
your PlayStation’ 2 
“computer 0 entertainment 


anlx.com 


Saisaro tinlx, Ino 
The manga inspiration for 
the popular TV show—now 


i Mild Lanquogo 
+ Suggestive Thomor 
i Violence 


www. vit. con available in stores! 
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Mitsuki 
1 Keyama dreams 
of becoming a 

| famous pop singer, 


way to stardom than ) 
just callous music 
execs, Mitsuki has an illness that's 
stealing away her voice—and her Jife, 
but she receives a magical solution 
that promises to buy her time. 


Classic 
fairytale 
elements highlight 
the charming story of 
MeruPuri (Marchen 
Prince), a new title by 
creator Matsuri Hino. A 
teenage girl named Airi 
| encounters ¢ young bay, Aram, who seems lost. While 
| taking care of him, she learns that he's actually a 
| _ prince who has just escaped from a magic 
kingdom. They fall asteep, but when Airi awakes, 
She finds that Aram has transformed into a 
handsome young man, What kind of 
spell was cast on him..,? 


From the 
smash-hit 
creator of 
Absolute Boyfriend! 
When schoolgirl 
Takiko Okuda attempts to destroy a 
mysterious book, the book sucks het in, 
and she becomes a character in the story! 
Her new identity: the Priestess of Genbu. 
Her mission (should she choose to 
accept it): to embark on an epic 
journey to find seven Celestial 
Warriors... 


Haruhi Fujioka < 
breaks an $80,000 
vase that belongs to y 
the boys-only Host Club, | 
a mysterious campus ; 
group consisting of six | 
A superrich— and 
| gorgeous—puys, oO 
Mistaking Haruhi fora 
he force her to work for the club 
to pay fordamages...atleastuntil 
they find out she’s a girl! i 


Hetoge cation 


From the 
creator of Hot 
Gimmick! Mimori 
Kohsaka runs into 
an old acquaintance 
from her elementary 
school days, but it's 
notahappyreunion. | 
He accuses her of | 
having bullied him years before and plans to 
exact revenge. Though the two of them 
are mutually attracted, the past J 
seems determined to keep / 
them apart. 


j 


Ayu Tateishi's 

new friend is no 

ordinary ’ 

classmate—Nina , 

Sakura may look like 

anormal middle 

school girl, but she's got a big secret. 

She's a witcha witch in training, that is. 
Nina wants to help Ayu find an 7 

effective love potion, but her spells 
result inthe most embarrassing 
situations,., y 


t your local 


tore and 


ceture Company 
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THE BEST NEW MANGA 
RELEASES: JUNE 2005 


Fruits Basket 
Volume 9 


CLAMP no 
Kiseki 


Volume 2 
Rurouni Kenshin Xxxholic 
Volume 15 Volume 5 


Yotsubato! | 
Volume 1 


DNAngel 
Volume 8 


Yu Yu Hakusho 
Volume 7 


Kamui 
olume 1 


HOT WATCH! NEW AND UPCOMING MANGA! 


Fullmetal 
Alchemist 


Volume 2 


Fushigi Yugi Genbu 
Kaiden 


|. ‘o ta Volume 1 
wre, as 


THE ANIMERICA TOP 10 MANGA CHART IS BASED ON A COMBINATION OF SALES, READER FEEDBACK, AND CHOICES 
MADE BY THE ANIMERICA EDITORIAL STAFF. 
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BOOKS MUSIC MOVIES CAFE B RE ON AN O'S’ 


| Rukia Kuchiki is on the lam. The Soul Society is quite displeased that she transferred 
] the powers of a Soul Reaper to a human, and have dispatched two of their strongest 
| agents fo neutralize the situation. Their mission is twofold: to return Rukia to the Soul 
Society so that she may stand trial, and to deal with Ichigo... permanently. But an 
unlikely third party is standing in their way: Uryu Ishida, the Quincy! 


Rurouni Kenshin, Volume 15 
The Great Man vs. The Giant 


The long-delayed duel between Kenshin and Shinomori Aoshi concludes while those 

q left behind wage their own, desperate battle against Shishio’s Juppongatanaor “Ten 
Swords.” The strength of one swordsman in particular seems monstrous, and defeat 
mminent... that is until Hiko Seijuro takes the field. Will the respect of one warrior 
or another succeed where all else has failed? 


| Hana-Kimi, Volume 6 
- PRIVATE EYES 


| When a sports reporter comes looking for a scoop on Izumi Sano, can Mizuki hide 

| the fact that she, Sano’s roommate, is actually a cross-dressing girl? Meanwhile, 

Nakatsu, unaware of Mizuki’s female-ness, struggles fo choose between his girl 

| friend and “the love that dare not speak its name.” But a wrench is about to get 

J thrown in-Julia, Mizuki’s best friend from America, is coming from Japan to go to 
Sencalk 


A Tale of Friendship 


Team Urameshi’s Hiei and Kurama dig deep into their arsenals to battle the vicious 


- | playing dirty. Meanwhile, Kewabara expétlencé an enigmatic reverts about the members 
D» of Dr, Ichigaki’s team, a group of martial arts students who enlist in the tournament in 
6} ree era a cure me the ailing master. 
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Baki the Grappler - Entering the find aba retaller near you. 


www. bakithegrappler.com te 
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“INUYASHA The Movie 3 — 
COMING SOON! 


VIZ Media has scheduled the release 
of InuYasha the Movie 3: Swords ofan 
Honorable Ruler for September 6th. 


*More InuYasha News 


Sorrent, Inc., a leading creator and 
global publisher of mobile entertain- 
ment, and VIZ Media announced the 
launch of a mobile entertainment 
suite based on INUYASHA. Fans can 
traverse environments based on feu- 
dal Japan, encounter familiar friends 
and well-known enemies, battle evil 
demons and relive favorite themes 
from the best-selling anime series. The 
mobile game, which is available on 
every major wireless carrier in the US, 
gives a side-scrolling perspective 
reflective of the characters and 
themes from INUYASHA. Fans can play 
as two of the series’ heroes, INUYASHA 
and Kagome, and have the ability to 
unlock and play as additional charac- 
ters once they've mastered the game. 


“Homegrown Talent! 
TOKYOPOP is proud to announce the 
release of the first volume in the new 
series MBQ by Rising Stars of Manga™ 
alumnus creator Felipe Smith. An 
expansion of his winning entry in 
TOKYOPOP's third Aising Stars compe- 
tition, MBQ presents a comedic yet 
dramatic portrait of a young manga 
artist trying to find his place in Los 
Angeles. Set in and around the ficti- 
tious burger joint “MBQ,” the story fol- 
lows Omario as he struggles to earn 
recognition, pay the bills and most 
important, get a chance to make a liv- 
ing through his artistic passion — 
making manga. 


ANIME & MANGA [ISVs 


*Alucard on a new OVA 
A new Hellsing OVA series is being 
produced in cooperation with Geneon 
Entertainment, according to an 
announcement at the MipTV 
tradeshow in France. The number of 
episodes is unknown, but they will be 
35 minutes long and based on the 
Hellsing manga series. 


BY THE DUKE 


ork and Mindy, Felix and Oscar, 
\V\ Lucy and Ricardo...human genius 
and lightning-shooting demon? 
American television’s had its fair share of 
odd couples, but never as weird as that. 
Leave it to the anime wizards in Japan to 
take such an improbable pairing and put 
it together like peanut butter and jelly, 
_ which is exactly what happened with 
Zatch Bell, now playing on Cartoon 
Network. 
If you haven't yet caught the show on 
Saturday night’s Toonami lineup, here's 


what you're missing: Genius high school 
student Kiyo has his life thrown for a loop 
when a strange boy named Zatch Bell 
comes to live with him, inadvertently forc- 
ing the two to team up and do battle with 
a horde of similar strange kids with ever 
stranger powers. To complicate matters 
even more for the unlikely duo, the stakes 
in the struggle both have stepped into 
are higher than either of them fully com- 
prehend...yet. 

Written and drawn by newcomer artist 
Makoto Raiku, Zatch Bell originated as a 
serialized manga named Konjiki no Gasshu 
(literally “Gold-colored Gash”) in 
Shogakukan’s popular SAdnen Sunday 
anthology. It didn’t take long for the 
manga’s whimsical view of human/demon 
relations to catch on with readers and 
before long the Zatch Be//media empire 
reached full stride with its own collectible 
card game, two GBA games and other 
assorted merchandise. 


LET Tld4E GAMES BEGIN 


Imagine you're lying in bed bleary-eyed 


and late for school when a glance outside 
reveals 4 boy riding an osprey and carry- 
ing two live tuna on his back hovering 


next to the window. Close the drapes, hit 


ZATCH ELLE © 2001, 200% Makoto Raiku/Shogakukan, Toei Animation 


ANIMER Fe 


SPOT 


the snooze button and pull the covers 
up again. But not for Kiyo Takamine, 
whose life is about to take a turn for the 
strange. 

Before Kiyo can call the cops the bowl- 
cut blonde kid identifies himself as Zatch 
Bell who's flown in all the way from 
England to be his mentor as a birthday 
present courtesy of Kiyo’s archaeologist 
father. As if adolescents dropping from 
the sky isn’t vex- 
ing enough, 
accompanying 
Zatch is a red 
book containing 
mostly unread- 
able script, except 
for one section 
which, when read 
with emotion, 
causes the kid to 
shoot lightning 
from his mouth! 

As perplexing as 
the mystery of Zatch might be, Kiyo’s no 
garden-variety junior high student 
either. Sporting an |.Q. higher than most 
MIT professors, Kiyo barely attends 
school anymore and has virtually no 
friends other than his hopelessly ditzy 
classmate Mizuno. As his new mentor 
Zatch takes it upon himself to make Kiyo 
the star of his homeroom whatever it 
may take. Disguised as a gym bag (no, 
really) Zatch spirits himself away to 
school and “Operation Hero of Justice” — 
the quest to make Kiyo popular—is 
born. 


THERE CAN BE ONLY ONE 


But just where does Zatch, a boy with 
eerily mischievous eyes, penchant for 
disguising himself as luggage, and the 
ability to shoot bolts of lightning from 
his mouth, come from exactly? It’s a 


ZATCH BELL! © 2003, 2005 Makoto Raiku/Shogakukan, Toei Animation 


mystery even to Zatch himself, who was 
found by Kiyo’s dad in an English forest 
near death and suffering from amnesia. 
The mystery doesn’t persist for long 
though when boys with powers just like 
Zatch’s start to show up looking for trou- 
ble and a fateful meeting with one of 
these kid’s human companio, Sherry, 
spells it out for the unassuming duo. 
According to Sherry, Zatch and the hun- 
dred other boys 
like him are 
“Mamodo,” 
demon-like crea- 
we tures from another 
© realm who cross 
_ over to Earth every 
thousand years to 
- duke it out over 
the throne of the 
~ Mamodo realm. On 
Earth, each 
Mamodo bonds 
with a human mas- 
ter that reads from a spell book unique 
to each kid who, as he fights more and 
more, gains new spells and other outra- 
geous abilities. Matches between 
Mamodo aren‘ to the death, but rather 
until their spell book is destroyed, caus- 
ing the losing kid to phase out of the 
realm of humans and return home. 

Now, Kiyo, curious to see just how 
deep the rabbit hole goes and too stub- 
born to give up, and Zatch, too clueless 
to be aware of the consequences, will 
battle it out with the other Earthbound 
Mamodo for control of the demon 
throne. 


COMING TO AMERICA 


First impressions of Zatch Be// might 
make it seem like another in the long 
line of “boy/girl teams up with creature 
to battle other creatures” genre that was 


formed in the wake of series like 
Pokémon, but it’s really much more. 
Comedy forms an integral part of the 
overall Zatch Be// experience, with a spe- 
cial influence on slapstick and the hilari- 
ously ridiculous situations Zatch’s com- 
bination of boyish curiosity and gullibili- 
ty get the duo into. Laurel and Hardy 
would be proud. 

Zatch Bel started its broadcast in 
March on Cartoon Network's Saturday 
night Toonami block and within less 
than a month has risen through the rat- 
ings ranks surpassing even Dragon Ball 
G7and Due/ Masters to become number 
one among its peers. Unfolding one 
episode at a time each week, it’s going 
to be a long road for fans to the series’ 
conclusion which, barring a scheduling 
move to weekdays, will be sometime 
next year or possibly later. The Zatch Bell! 
anime will unfold at a similar pace to the 
manga series that is also being created 
by VIZ Media. Whatever the case, if you 
enjoy lighthearted rib-tickling comedy 
Zatch Bell remains a title worthy of a trip 
to Cartoon Network and to the manga 
section. 


Zatch Bell can be seen every 
Saturday night at 9:30 p.m. on 
Cartoon Network. The manga 
goes on sale early Summer 2005. 
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ATC ELLE © 2001 Makoto Raiku/Shogakukan, Inc. 


Azero be 
Ginta’s near-sighte 
One day he finds himself in a fantasy here 
Nae ea / we; CDN | — the special abilities he lacks in re is surro : 
magical items—one of which may have the power to send him 


home. But will Ginta want to go? 


MAR © 2003 Nobuyuki Anzai/Shogakukan, Inc. 


Kekkaishi, volume i 
Story and art bY Yellow fanave 


Students by day, demon-fighters by night! 

Teenagers Yoshimori and ToKin’ battle bad beings gide-Dy- 
side almost every night. They alse quarrel with each oer, 
but their biggest fight 1s the One petween their families: Ca i 

$9.99 USA / $14.50 CDN Yoshimori and Tokine fight together long enough to ent 

Brand new series! their families ancient rivalry ‘and save the world? 


urderer whose 


As seen on Cartoon the loose. Will Conan be able to calc for 
again? And later, Rachel and Serena want to blow ol 


Network! 
steam but get more than they bargain for when they discover 
murder at the karaoke box! 


CASE CLOSED © 4994 Goalio Aoyoma/Shogakukan, Inc. 


a, Now available at store.viz.com! 
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_ From manga creator Ai Yazawa comes Nana, a 
_ story about two girls with the same name 
_ but very different dreams. Nana is just 
& one of six brand-new shojo manga titles 
| serialized in Shojo Beat magazine 

~on sale June 21! 


In addition to hundreds of pages of 
manga each month, Shojo Beat will 
bring you the latest in Japanese 
fashion, music, art, and culture 
plus shopping, how-tos, industry 
updates, interviews, and much more! 
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Rough family occupational hazards 


HUNTER X HUNTER 


Volume 1 
Story and Art by Yoshihiro Togashi 


“Hunter X Hunter benefits 
from Yoshihiro Togashi’s (Yu Yu 
Hakusho, Level E) refined skill 


at character design; something 


that’s really shone in pretty 


much all of his work.” 


Gn is just starting along the 
path to becoming a licensed 
hunter, a responsibility that few 
have the strength to tackle, 
much less survive the life of. 
Following in his father’s foot- 
steps, he meets two other hopefuls on the way to the exam, and they end up 
being the only three in their initial group to make it to the trials. Of course, once 
they get there, they begin to see the real odds they’re up against. 


© POT (Yoshihiro Togashi) 1998 


Hunter X Hunter benefits from Yoshihiro Togashi’s (Yu Yu Hakusho, Level £) refined 
skill at character design; something that’s really shone in pretty much all of his 
work. From the hunter hopefuls to the bizarre monsters of “Swindler’s Swamp,” 
this volume introduces enough interesting people (and beasts) to stock a series. 
The first eight chapters are comprised of the grueling start to the hunter’s exam, 
so most of the action involves tedious running and life or death guessing 
games. Still, Togashi manages to keep the pages turning with fantastic art that 
doesn't just look like leftover designs from the Yu Yu Hakusho days. It's easy to 
see why this hit big in Japan in 1998, and here's hoping volume two follows 
closely on the heels of the first. 

JOSEPH LUSTER 


US$7.99 4 Rated: T+ 4 Going, going, Gon! 


VIZ Media 4 183 pages 
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KOKO TEKKEN-DEN TOUGH © 1993 by TETSUYA SARUWATARI/SHUEISHA Inc. 
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Are you Tough Enough? 


TOUGH 


Volume 2 
Story and Art by 
Tetsuya Saruwatari 


Kire Miyazawa is back, and 
now he's taking on the 
nefarious pro-rasslers from the 
World Pro-Wrestling organiza- 
tion. When the one-eyed Inoki- 
a-like Iron Kiba rolls into town 
with his gang of wrestlers claim- 
ing that pro-wrestling is the 
strongest fighting art, Kiibo 
takes notice and finds out a 
dark family secret. Years before 
his father had battled Iron Kiba 
in ano-rules match, beating him 
and taking his eye as a souvenir 
in the process. Now with Iron 
Kiba returning and his family’s 
Nadashinkage style of fighting 
(killing) being threatened, he 


must spring to action to defend his honor against the pro-wrestling world. This 
actually is where the already released OVA series (Shootfighter Tekken) begins, 
so if you dug that story of gory fight insanity, then you'll be rolling over this. 
Manga-ka Tetsuya Saruwatari follows the bloody “beat the big guy” formula to 
perfection creating a bone-smashing, splatter-filled martial arts manga of epic 
proportions (assuming “epic” means some trashy fight manga to you too!). 
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WES BLACK 


Left to Right 4 US$9.99 4 Rated: Mature 
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The world has forsaken them 
; And given birth to the ultimate assassins 
But every weapon has its flaw 


Are you ready? 
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UNSLINGE 


yo. l- 


Limited Edition Starter Set includes: 
Volume One (5 Uncut Episodes) 
24” x 56" Burnished Bantam Banner 
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, — www. qunslingergiril.tv 
Available Now 2pPNinatin ATAt)~ 


Marvalia Minleanainment ine. 


© 2002-2005 Yu Aida/MMP) *« Mediaworks « "GUNSLINGER GIRL” PARTNERSHIP. 
Licensed by FUNimation® Productions, Ltd, All Rights Reserved. 
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BUBBLEGUM CRISIS 


llow me to let you in on one of my passions in life. It’s one that is a deadly 

mix. One that only the Showa era has nailed. Sci-fi and pop stars. Yep, that 
shot of power pop, laser light shows, and massive mecha, It’s Lynn Minmay, 
Megazone's Eve, and this little number from 1987, Bubblegum Crisis. One of the 
first anime to be released in subtitled form in the U.S.,and one of the first open- 
ly Japanese titles (as opposed to a dubbed and re-written show such as 
Robotech) to usher in a fan base. 


When Tokyo was laid flat by an earthquake, a new land was built and the city 
was reborn as Megalokyo. But when the droids created to rebuild the city, 
called boomers, started being used for kinky sex and went bonkers, the city had 
a whole new problem on its hands. A special police force named the AD Police 
was formed (shown in AD Police Files), but failed to obliterate the mad-mecha 
(courtesy of Appleseed director 
Shinji Aramaki) from MegaTokyo. In 
this environment the Knight Sabers 
are born. Four babes in form fitting 
body armor singing and smashing 
their way through the legions of 
Boomers terrorizing the good peo- 
ple of MegaTokyo. While it doesn't 
have the sleazy atmosphere of 
kinky sex and brain-blasting vio- 
lence that its prequel AD Police 
Files has, Bubblegum Crisis tops 
that title with it’s slick neon 
drenched look, and driving pop 
score. All coming across like a 
power pop version of Blade Runner 
(Priss and her band The Replicants 
are references), this OVA never lets 
up on the sci-fi action and dance 
till you drop pop. 
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BECAUSE HUMANKIND CANN: OT GAIN ANYT HING 
“WITHOUT FIRST GIVING SOMETHING IN RETURN. ' 


© Hiromu Arakawa/SQUARE ENIX 


° $9.95 USA/S14.50 CAN 
° On Sale Now 


\ Ichemy: the mystical power to alter the 
/\natural world; something between magic, 
art and science. When two brothers, Edward 
and Alphonse Elric, dabbled in this power to 
grant their dearest wish, one of them lost an 

:; == arm and aleg...and the other became noth- 
ing bie a esc ecled into a body of living steel. Now Edward is an 
agent of the government, a slave of the military-alchemical com- 
plex, using his unique powers to obey orders...even to kill. Except 
his powers aren't unique. The world has been ravaged by the abuse 
of alchemy. And in pursuit of the ultimate alchemical treasure, the 
Philosopher's Stone, their enemies are even more ruthless than 
they are... 


This book reads 
from right to left. 
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THE SUN 


ILLUMINATE . gee 
THY PATH. THERE WHO DWELL 
1S NO ON THE 
SALVATION EARTH... 
WITHOUT 
PRAYER 
AND 


LORD HATH 
DESCENDED FROM 
BRS BEAYEMLY 
THRONE 
TO SAVE TREE 
FROM ALL 
THY SINS. 
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HEY, WAIT A 
MINUTE, POPS! 
WHAT IS IT 


YOU THINK THAT 
WE'RE STREET 
PERFORMERS!? 


| HAVEN'T 
SEEN 


YOUR 
FACES 

ON AROUND 

A HERE 


TRIP BEFORE, 


HE'S THE 


FOUNDER OF 
THE CHURCH 
" OF LETO. HE 
WONDEREUL a 
, 
MAN WHO CAME aS 
TO THIS TOWN 
A FEW YEARS AGO 
AND SHOWED US 
ALL THE WAY 
OF GOD. 
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ACTUALLY, 
I WAS GOING 
TO ASK THE 
SAME THING 
ABOUT YOU 


ARE 
YOU GUYS 
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COMING SOON! 


JULY 1-4, 2005 


ANAHEIM CONVENTION CENTER 
ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA 


REGISTER NOW AT WWW.ANIME-EXPO.ORG 
AND DON'T MISS THE ANIME CULTURE CRAZE! 


* Huge exhisit hall . * Anime Music Video Contest 

+ Film and video programming «Art Show and Art Exhibition 
«Masquerade, Cosplay Events —_- Console and Yaleton Gaming 

+ Karaoke, Game Shows -+Hanees, Charity Auction and much more! 
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Sakura Con by Kevin 
Lillard; www.fansview.com 
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TOP 10 MANGA CHARACTERS...EVER! 
BY JOSEPH LUSTER 


10. Mantaro Muscle (U/timate 
Muscle). Though nostalgia-clouded 
minds rife with images of tiny, peach- 
toned M.U.S.CLE toys could be one 
of the “usual suspects” for this entry; 
but we'd rather blame the inherent 
charm of taking on your father’s ene- 
mies in the galactic wrestling ring. 
Righting wrongs after intense train- 
ing in the Hercules Factory is bound 
to make anyone’s skin thick, but 
Mantaro shines for his endearing 
combination of sheepish weenie and 
tough-when-it’s-necessary hombre. 


9. Maetel (Galaxy Express 999): She's 
cold, she’s warm, and to say that she’s 
somewhat mysterious would be a 
grievous understatement. There’s 
something both depressing and 
uplifting about this gorgeous yet 
slightly androgynous Galaxy Express 


VA 
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passenger, but “timeless” still seems 
like a more appropriate word. With 
that said, who better to take you “on a 
journey, a never ending journey...a 
journey to the staaaaars!” 


8. Naruto (Waruto): Sure, the support- 
ing cast grows and grows, and at 
some points down the road they 
even overshadow our headstrong 
hero. Regardless, Naruto’s foolish but 
loyal attitude almost makes you for- 
get that there’s nine-tails worth of 
demon power rarin’ to bust out of 
him when the gettin’s good. Uzumaki 
Naruto is more than willing to take 
and dish out pain for the sake of his 
friends (and himself, of course), 


7. Onizuka (G7O): What better reason 
is there for becoming a teacher? 
Okay, there’s the whole “guiding our 
youth’ thing, but all Onizuka Eikichi 
(22 years old, ladies) wants to do is 
have fun with the ladies while pour- 
ing the figurative cup of his former 
gang mentality over the wayward 
punks of Japan’s school system. 
Sounds like a plan! 


6. Rukia (B/each): Some may find it 
curious that the lead soul reaper 
Ichigo Kurosaki is being trumped by a 
supporting cast member, but where 
would our hero be without the pow- 
ers bestowed by resident O.G. reaper 
Rukia? Her slick moves and level- 
headed thinking have gotten every- 
one out of more than a few jams. 
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Besides, someone has to be there to 
tell Ichigo when it's time to shut up 
and do his job! 


5. Ranma Saotome (Aanma 1/2): 
Ranma is the perfect example of 
how Rumiko Takahashi can take the 
crushing fate of such a tragic 
male/female duality and make 
it...well, hilarious! Almost all of the 
Threes Company-level misunder- 
standings in the series can be boiled 
down and connected to the walking, 
gender-swapping accident him/her- 
self, and the fact that both the male 
AND female halves are lovable is 
almost criminal. 


4. Lupin lil (Zapin MM):You could 
make an entire list comprised of the 
cast of this series alone, but we all 
know who the head honcho with 
your heart in a burlap sack is. This 
cat makes the police his mouse as 
he sends Zenigata running with his 
sirens blazing every which way (but 
loose?). The only people that can 
ever really get the drop on Lupin are 
the ladies, but no one’s perfect! 


3. Guts (Berserk): The Black 
Swordsman’s body count is enough 


to send shivers down the most 
stone-hearted man’s spine, so why 
can’t we stop reading about him? 
There's always going to be some- 
thing special about that brutal hero 
tied to an unholy fate; peppered 
with scars that tell a thousand sto- 
ries. Heck, he should get some kind 
of award just for putting up with 
Puck the Elf while he walks down his 
corpse-filled path. 


2. Ogami Itto (Lone Wolf & Cub): 
They just don’t make ‘em like they 
used to folks. A father following the 
assassin’s road...with some notable 
baggage to boot. Specifically, Itto 
walks his road to hades with a 
“pimped out” baby cart and his son 
Daigoro, who's seen more in a cou- 
ple of years than any of us will ever 
want to. Fighting to the last breath 
takes on new meaning in this 
required classic, and Ogami Itto 
chops this list to shreds like so many 
Yagyu ninja. 


1. Monkey D. Luffy (One Piece): 
There aren‘t many characters in 
manga that are as genuine and 
straight-forward as Gum Gum Pistol 
pioneer Luffy. He won't distrust you 
unless you give him a reason; but 
A. Once you do, he'll fight until 
he’s at death’s door to 
), make sure his friends 
w don't have to suffer. 
Bringing most of the 
whimsy, comedy, and 
action to One Piece, it’s no 
wonder that he’s the (cue 
¢< Double’s hit song) 
“Captain of (our) 
Heart(s).” 
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4 Rachel, age 15 


A Deidre, age 16 > 
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Everyone knows Inuyasha’s @ dog-demon, buta dog god? 
When a village is tormented by monkeys, its habitants 
look to their Kdivine” leader for help... But Inuyasha 
YAM lf gets more than he bargained for, especially when clay 
TICATES ANE ae warriors once used hy Urasue reappear. Is Kikyo using 
NS ee I the magic of the evil sorceress Ww 

the world of the living? 


ho brought her back to 


in Stores 06.28.08 
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DVD Extras: 
English & Japaneses | 
surround sound) = 
_ + Radia Drama VA 
_ . _ *Textless songs 
=> <The Brothers Diea@t=qj-— 
Dawn~ Commentary | 
- Quttakes 


PAvailable Now 
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OSs. l , 
new itadw has been 
passed in lokyo... 
Ordinary people are now allowed to freely carry firearms. 
Crime has turned citizens against each other in a fight for 
survival on the city's mean streets. Thanks to the Recent 
Armed Police of Tokyo, the arrest rate is going down. After 
all, the only prison ¢ dead man needs is a hole in the 
ground. in these dark times, only four 
angels stand a chance at 
stopping a corrupt organization 
from destroying what little 
peace there is left. 


warning: purchasing this product will lead te experiencing 
intense scenes of western style gun-fighting, robotic 
action and aggressive female lead characters. 
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